THE   FRANKFORT  DIET  OF  PRINCES

and the King of Saxony departed without, as I had feared,
visiting my master again.

On the return journey from Baden-Baden to Berlin
(August 31) the King passed so near Frankfort that his
decision not to take part in the congress became known
to every one. The majority, or at least the most power-
ful, of the princes felt very uncomfortable at this when
they thought of the scheme of reform which, if Prussia
held aloof, left them standing alone with Austria in a
connexion where they got no protection from the rivalry
of the two Great Powers. The Vienna cabinet must have
thought of the possibility that the other Federal princes
would agree in the congress to the proposals made on
August 17, even when they had'finally been left alone
with Austria in the reformed federal relation. Otherwise
it would not have been demanded of the princes who re-
mained at Frankfort that they should accept the Austrian
proposals and carry them into practice without the consent
of Prussia. But at Frankfort the middle states did not de-
sire either a solely Prussian or a solely Austrian leadership;
they wanted to hold as influential a position as possible as
arbiters in the sense of the Triad, by which each of the
two Great Powers would be driven to compete for the votes
of the middle states. To the demand of Austria that they
should conclude without Prussia they replied by referring
to the necessity of fresh negotiations with Prussia and by
announcing their own inclination to such a course. The
form of their reply to the wishes of Austria was not
smooth enough not to excite some irritation at Vienna.
The effect on Count Rechberg, prepared by the friendly
relations in which our acting as colleagues at Frankfort
had ended, was to make him say that the road to Berlin
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